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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Welcome to the NCAR Arts Vibrancy Index Report. Like its predecessors, this fourth annual edition uses a set of

data-informed indices to identify arts-vibrant communities across the nation.

Arts and cultural organizations in the U.S. are well distributed across the country, serving communities both poor and
affluent, rural and urban, not just on the coasts and not just in major metropolitan markets." Between threats to
eliminate federal arts funding and tax law changes that are expected to affect charitable giving, the current
environmental turbulence and uncertainty make it more important than ever to acknowledge and celebrate the
essential role that arts and culture play in making communities throughout the country more vibrant places to live and
visit. Creativity is a desirable and necessary element for an innovative and thriving community. Aside from being an
engine of job creation and economic growth, arts and culture contribute to social wellbeing? and are essential to

creating more livable, safe, memorable, and connected communities.?

Leading communities and funders recognize the transformative power of arts and culture. For example, through its
Public Art Challenge, Bloomberg Philanthropies “encourages mayors to partner with artists, elevating the value of
including the creative sector when developing solutions to significant urban issues.”* ArtPlace America awarded 23
grants in 2017 to communities across the country for projects where arts and culture strategies play an integral role in
strengthening the social, physical, and economic fabric of communities. The National Association of Counties
acknowledges that “Counties invest in the arts as a means to improve their economies, enrich American cultural and
intellectual life, build more aesthetically pleasing communities, promote lifelong learning, protect national heritage

and historic preservation and help children succeed, to name a few.”®

In this report, we highlight and celebrate communities of every size and in every region that have cultivated higher
levels of arts activity per person living in the community. We use the term “vibrancy” in keeping with Merriam-

Webster's definition of the word to mean “pulsating with life, vigor, or activity.”*

As in years past, we take an empirical approach to assessing a variety of factors that make up a community’s arts
vibrancy, rather than base the list on popular vote or on our own opinion about locations. Our method involves
measuring characteristics like the number of nonprofit arts and cultural organizations per capita in a community.
Although this may appear to some like a counting exercise, there is more to it. There is meaning in the fact that, all
else being equal, more arts and cultural organizations in a community translates to more availability of arts
experiences for people to engage with in that community. It also means more variety. A community with 30 arts
organizations most likely has a greater range of options than a community of comparable size with only three
organizations, so a greater diversity of interests, preferences, and cultural expressions can be met. This is just one

example of the 12 measures we use.

We readily admit that our measures of vibrancy say nothing about artistic quality, or who participates in the arts, or
the value or depth of the experience with art for any individual or community, or the many artistic and cultural
offerings by non-arts organizations such as parks, military bases, hospitals, and libraries. We will continue to add new
rubrics and additional measures as they become available on a national scale in order to capture the most complete

and unbiased assessment of arts vibrancy.

For now, we believe the metrics used in this report represent a solid attempt using the most reliable and

geographically inclusive sources of data available.

1 Artsand Culture Are Closer Than You Realize: U.S. Nonprofit Arts and Cultural Organizations Are a Big Part of Community Life, Economy, and Employment —and Federal Funding Enhances
the Impact, SMU National Center for Arts Research, March, 2017.

2 Stern, M. J.and . Seifert, The Social Wellbeing of New York City’s Neighborhoods: The Contribution of Culture and the Arts, Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Social Impact of
the Arts Project, March, 2017.

3 See:1) Fine Arts Fund, “The Arts Ripple Effect: A Research-Based Strategy to Build Shared Responsibility for the Arts” (2010), http://www.topospartnership.com/wp-content/
uploads/2012/02/Arts_topos_1-10.pdf. Accessed 27 March 2018. 2) ArtPlace America’s online Library for links to numerous resources, http://www.artplaceamerica.org/resources.
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To assess arts vibrancy across America, we incorporate multiple measures under three main rubrics: supply, demand,
and public support for arts and culture on a per capita basis. We gauge supply as total arts providers, demand with
measures of total nonprofit arts dollars in the community, and public support as state and federal arts funding. We

use multiple measures since vibrancy can manifest in many ways.

Each community has its own story of what makes it unique and vibrant, so we share highlights to give a better
understanding of the life, vigor, and activity that are reflected in the numbers. Local arts commissions, convention and
visitor bureaus, and other agencies provided descriptions of their community’s characteristics. We offer our gratitude
for their help.

This year’s key findings:

More than 20 percent of the communities are entirely new to

our lists this year, and four new states are represented: Florida, Nebraska, Ohio, and South Dakota.

- Four small communities made the list for the first time — Hood River, OR; Durango, CO; Key West, FL; and
Fredericksburg, TX. Edwards, CO, reappears from the 2016 report onto the small community list.

- There are three new medium communities on the top-10 list -- Omaha-Council Bluffs, NE-IA; Durham-Chapel
Hill, NC; and Rapid City, SD — while Traverse City, MI, returns from the 2016 report.

- Two new communities are on our top-20, large metropolitan area list: Oakland-Hayward-Berkeley, CA, and
Cleveland-Elyria, OH.

Changes in the rankings occur for several reasons. First, a community’s arts and cultural scene may have
experienced a big change - e.g., opening or closing of a large arts space. Second, because the measures are
calculated on a per capita basis, it could be that population change was on a different trajectory than growth in arts
and culture. Lastly, we have learned a lot over the past year about the role of distance, how concentration versus
dispersion of arts organizations and people factors in, and the extent to which a community’s arts and cultural
activity attracts or implicates its neighboring community members who commute as visitors or employees, for

example.” This has led us to make some adjustments to our analyses.

e This reshuffling still leaves (see Figure 1 and Tables 1, 2 and 3). While
large and medium metropolitan areas represent locations in all regions of the country, the list of small communities

is dominated by those located in western (Alaska, Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, Utah, Wyoming) states.

. Some communities have large, impressive nonprofit
arts and cultural institutions, some have an explosion of smaller and mid-sized organizations and venues, some
benefit from their close proximity and ties to another arts-vibrant community, and others are artist magnets or
tourist destinations. Numerous arts sectors flourish in some communities while a particular art form dominates in

other cities.

o Some large MSAs
feature a strong concentration of arts vibrancy in the urban core with less going on in outlying districts whereas

others feature vibrancy that is dispersed throughout the metropolitan area.

7 At What Cost? How Distance Influences Arts Attendance, SMU National Center for Arts Research, October, 2017.
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Figure 1: Top 40 Arts-Vibrant Communities, by Location and Size

@ Medium
@ Small

Table 1: Top 20 Arts-Vibrant Large Communities (Metropolitan Areas or Metro Divisions with population over 1,000,000)

RANK MSA (*= METRO DIVISION) REGION 2016 POPULATION
1 San Francisco-Redwood City-South San Francisco, CA* West 1,635,684
3| Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV* 4,840,523

5 Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI 3,551,036
7 Boston, MA* Northeast 217,384
9 Newark, NJ-PA* Northeast 2,507,478

—_

1 Philadelphia, PA* Northeast 2,131,274

13 Cambridge-Newton-Framingham, MA* Northeast 2,368,792
15 | Oakland-Hayward-Berkeley, CA* 2,782,831

—_

7 Rochester, NY Northeast 1,078,879
Cleveland-Elyria, OH 2,055,612

o



Table 2: Top 10 Arts-Vibrant Medium Communities (Metropolitan Areas or Metro Divisions with population 100,000 to 1,000,000)
RANK MSA (*= METRO DIVISION) REGION 2016 POPULATION
Santa Fe, NM West 148,651

San Rafael, CA* 260,651

Durham-Chapel Hill, NC 550,535
Burlington-South Burlington, VT Northeast 217,365

Table 3: Top 10 Arts-Vibrant Small Communities (Micropolitan Areas)
RANK MSA REGION 2016 POPULATION
Edwards, CO West 53,989

Durango, CO West 55,623

Bennington, VT Northeast




INTRODUCTION

Arts and cultural organizations are inextricably linked to their communities. The National Center for Arts Research
(NCAR) recognizes this and combines data from nonprofit arts and cultural organizations with data for the
communities in which they reside.! By linking the two, we can identify factors that affect the health and sustainability
of arts organizations. We know from our research that each of the factors from the ecosystem included in this report
has an influence on a variety of financial, operating, and attendance outcomes for arts and cultural organizations. We
share our findings regarding the operating and community characteristics that drive performance — and how they

affect performance — in our NCAR reports (www.smu.edu/artsresearch).

Arts and culture also play a vital role in a city’s livability and its social cohesion. The Arts Vibrancy Index (AVI) can help
arts leaders, businesses, government agencies, funders, and engaged citizens understand the overall intensity and
capacity of the community’s arts and culture sector. Past AVl reports have helped communities get the recognition
they deserve from their mayors, city council members, and state legislators for their previously under-appreciated arts
activity. Communities can benchmark themselves against an aspirational set of communities and understand what
sets them apart by examining the underlying dimensions of demand, supply, and public support for arts and culture.
This granular detail provides insights as to why two cities that seem very different on the surface might be close to

one another in the ranking.

From 2010 to 2016, Americans for the Arts’ National Arts Index tracked the aggregate vitality of the nation’s arts and
culture. There are recent, valuable frameworks such as the Cultural Asset Index and the interactive tool GeoLoom that
chronicle a neighborhood’s cultural resources. There are published rankings that assess the strength of arts and
culture as part of a larger look at a city’s attractiveness and livability, and others that focus on the arts and cultural
sector’s role as part of creative placemaking. We share some metrics with these other studies and tools but, in
keeping with NCAR's mission, our ranking focuses solely on arts and culture with heavy emphasis on the nonprofit

sector.

Our measures are drawn from a review of the existing literature on arts and culture indicators and from NCAR's Model
of the Arts & Culture Ecosystem (see Figure 2), which features a complex and interdependent set of relationships
among: 1) artists and arts organizations; 2) their communities; and 3) government funding that influences the

production and consumption of arts and culture.

Figure 2: Modeling the Arts & Culture Ecosystem

Community
Arts & Cultural

D Overall Arts & Entertainment Activity Government Support
Organizations

Individual Arts & Culture Providers Public Funding of the Arts From

Artists Operating Characteristics,

- Leisure Complements & Substitutes COENNENEREEES
Decisions & Outcomes

Socioeconomic & Demographic Characteristics

When we look at factors that affect the performance of arts and cultural organizations in our NCAR Reports, we
include socioeconomic and demographic characteristics and other leisure activities like professional sports teams,

cinemas, and zoos. But we intentionally leave them out here so that the AVI focuses as purely as possible on arts and


https://geoloom.org/

cultural activity. It would be unfair, for example, to penalize in the ranking a
community that is relatively low on per capita income but very strong on arts
providers, or to elevate a community that has lots of professional sports teams

and restaurants but few artists or arts organizations.

Key Definitions

Our measures are aggregated across the 12 arts and cultural sectors that are
included in NCAR's research and KIPI Dashboard: Arts Alliances and Service
Organizations, Arts Education, Art Museums, Community, Dance, Music, Opera,
Performing Arts Centers, Symphony Orchestra, Theater, Other Museums, and
Multidisciplinary Performing Arts." Some sectors combine arts and cultural
disciplines with similar characteristics.™

Communities are defined by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as
MSAs, or Micro- and Metropolitan Statistical Areas. As described on the OMB

website:

“Metropolitan Statistical Areas have at least one urbanized area of 50,000
or more population, plus adjacent territory that has a high degree of social
and economic integration with the core as measured by commuting ties.
Micropolitan Statistical Areas have at least one urban cluster of at least
10,000 but less than 50,000 population, plus adjacent territory that has a
high degree of social and economic integration with the core as measured
by commuting ties. Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas are
delineated in terms of whole counties (or equivalent entities)... If specified
criteria are met, a Metropolitan Statistical Area containing a single core
with a population of 2.5 million or more may be subdivided to form smaller

groupings of counties referred to as Metropolitan Divisions.”®

Focusing on MSAs captures the network of suburbs that rise up around a city or
town rather than considering them separately. Where the OMB breaks down very
large MSAs into Metropolitan Divisions, we do the same. Metropolitan Divisions
function as distinct social, economic, and cultural areas within the larger MSA,?
kind of like MSAs within MSAs. Some of these are fairly compact and may make
intuitive sense to analyze together, like Boston and Cambridge. Others, like the
Metropolitan Divisions that make up the Chicago or Washington, DC, MSAs, are
spread across large distances and numerous states. To keep consistent across all
analyses, we go with Metropolitan Divisions where they exist and note the
comparisons with MSAs and with other Metropolitan Divisions for the same MSA.
In total, there are 953 unique MSAs and Metro Divisions in the U.S.

Although all measures are calculated on a per capita basis, we break cities into
three size categories rather than compare cities of vastly different size: Large
Metropolitan Statistical Areas (and Metro Divisions) with populations over
1,000,000; Medium Metropolitan Statistical Areas (and Metro Divisions) with
populations of 100,000 to 1 million; and Small Micropolitan Statistical Areas,
which are counties whose urban core has between 10,000 and 50,000 people.
Taking a per-capita approach, and capturing the activity of MSAs rather than

cities (i.e., urban cores only), sometimes leads to surprising results.

8  https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/bulletins/2017/b-17-01.pdf. Accessed 28 March 2018.
9 Zients, Jeffrey D. (2013), 0BM Bulletin Number 13-01, Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget.
10 https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/bulletins/2017/b-17-01.pdf. Accessed 28 March 2018.

Want to see your area’s
scores in full?

We provide scores for every county’s
Arts Providers, Arts Dollars,
Government Support, Socioeconomic,
and Other Leisure characteristics on
NCAR's website, with sub-scores on
every item that makes up each of
these 5 areas: http://www.smu.edu/
ncarheatmap. This way, when you
read in the NCAR report about the
community characteristics that drive a
particular performance measure, you
can also see your community'’s relative
strength on these measures. For
example, since high levels of state
and federal support in the overall
community are linked with higher
levels of contributions from
individuals for the organizations in
that community, you may want to
know where your county stands
relative to others on its level of state
and federal support.

On the Heat Map we report at the
county level rather than MSA level
because some counties fall outside of
an MSA (i.e., they have no community
with a population of at least 10,000
people) and we want to be as
inclusive as possible in the information
we make available. Opportunities for
participation in arts and culture exist
for the 6.6% of Americans who live in
the small towns and rural areas that
fall outside of an MSA, and they
deserve to be recognized. Numerous
MSAs consist of several counties, so it
could be that your county’s scores are
higher (or lower) than your MSA's
scores depending on where the
concentration of arts activity occurs in
your community. If you'd like to see
the counties affiliated with each MSA
listed in this report, you can go to the
Heat Map, select “Other Maps” and
activate “Top Counties in the U.S.” to
see these counties’ individual scores.

Rather than focus on overall rankings
for counties on the Heat Map, we
share scores for the component parts
described above on a scale from
0-100 with 100 being highest. The
scores are akin to percentiles —i.e., if
your county has a score of 56, it
means it did better than 56% of
communities on that measure.




METRICS AND MEASURES

Our intention is to provide information about metrics that are meaningful and consequential, and to stimulate a
conversation about how cities vary in their arts vibrancy and what forms vibrancy can take. Arts Providers are a gauge
of supply and include the number of independent artists, arts and culture employees, nonprofit arts and cultural
organizations, and arts, culture, and entertainment firms in the community. Arts Dollars represent a gauge of demand
for nonprofit arts and cultural programming, including earned revenue from program activities, contributed revenue
supporting the arts, total compensation to artists and staff, and total expenses. Government grant activity is a gauge
of public support for arts and culture, captured as the number of state and federal grants and total government grant

dollars in the community.

Table 4 shows what we measured and how we weighted each area. We weight Arts Providers and Arts Dollars more

heavily than Government Support because of their critical importance to arts vibrancy, since they are indicators of

supply and demand.

Table 4: Index Components (all per capita measures)v
DESCRIPTION

County and ZIP code Business Pattern data collected and disseminated by the US Census Bureau.

METRIC

Arts Providers

MEASURES

WEIGHT

45%

Arts Dollars

Government

Independent artists

Arts and culture

Arts and cultural organization data aggregated from IRS 990s.

Freelance artists primarily engaged in performing in artistic productions, in creating artistic and
cultural works or productions, or in providing technical expertise necessary for these productions,
aggregated at the zip code level

Number of people employed by the museum, historical site, theater, dance, music, opera, and
other performing arts sectors, as salaried employees or independent contractors, aggregated at

i the county level
Number of nonprofit organizations in the museum, arts education, community, dance, music,
Arts and cultural . S . .
o o opera, performing arts center, orchestra, theater, multidisciplinary performing arts, or arts alliance

Arts, culture &
entertainment firms

Program revenue
Contributed revenue
Total expenses

Total compensation

and service organization sectors, aggregated at the zip code level

Number of arts, culture, and entertainment firms, weighted for size and aggregated at the zip code
level. Includes museums, theaters, dance companies, opera companies, music groups and
performers, music producers and presenters, fine arts schools, and recording, motion picture, and
video production companies

Data aggregated from IRS 990s, DataArts’ Cultural Data Profile, and Theatre Communications
Group

All revenue earned due to people participating in the activities of nonprofit arts and cultural organizations
All revenue from contributions to nonprofit arts and cultural organizations (includes public funding)

All expenses of nonprofit arts and cultural organizations

All payment to staff and artists by nonprofit cultural organizations

Data collected and disseminated by the National Endowment for the Arts, Institute of Museum

45%

Support

State arts dollars
State arts grants
Federal arts dollars
Federal arts grants

and Library Services, and National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Al state arts dollar funding in the community

Number of state arts grants awarded in the community

All NEA and IMLS dollar funding in the community

Number of NEA and IMLS grants awarded in the community

Because there are 953 unique MSAs and Metro Divisions, any ranking between 1 and 95 still puts that community

in the top 10% of cities on that measure, and a ranking of 96-190 means the community is in the top 20th

percentile, etc. Being ranked in the top 10 roughly means being in the top 1%.

Rankings are ordinal measures — i.e., who came 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc. — which provides uniformity but no information

about the degree of difference between the raw measures. This is an important distinction to keep in mind. For

example, the community ranked 1st on independent artists might feature a population that is 10% independent

artists while the population in the 2nd place community has only 5% independent artists and the 3rd place

community has 4.9% independent artists. The degree of difference between cities 1 and 2 is much bigger than the

difference between cities 2 and 3, and yet the ranking makes them appear to be evenly spread apart. This is why the



overall arts vibrancy ranking is not an average of the rankings on the three component metrics and the three
component metrics are not an average of the rankings on their underlying measures. We don’t average rankings,

we average raw scores.

LARGE MSAs

Here you will find details and profiles on the top 20 arts-vibrant communities with a population of 1,000,000 or more.
The rankings on the metrics and measures range from a high of 1 to a low of 953 since there are 953 unique MSAs
and Metro Divisions. We offer insights into each community’s arts and cultural scene and report rankings for Arts
Providers, Arts Dollars, and Government Support, as well as the rankings of the underlying measures. Subtle
distinctions often emerge that illuminate particular strengths. Again, we weight Arts Providers and Arts Dollars at 45%

each and Government Support at 10%.

Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV and Silver Spring-Frederick-Rockville, MD - the two Metro
Divisions that make up the larger Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV, MSA — made the list for a fourth
year in a row. By contrast, Chicago-Naperville-Arlington Heights, IL, was the only one of four Metro Divisions of the
Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI, MSA, to make the list each of the past four years. Chicago appears to have high

arts vibrancy in the urban core that is not prevalent in the surrounding areas.

The San Francisco-Redwood City-South San

Arts Providers 3v
Francisco, CA, Metro Division's arts and cultural ;
Independent artists 831
landscape enjoys strong representation by
o i Arts and culture employees 4t
organizations of every size and sector. Many arts o
T . Arts and culture organizations 50
and cultural organizations are clustered in I f .
. - . Arts, culture & entertainment firms 4
neighborhoods: SOMA, Civic Center, Union
th
Square, Potrero Hill/Dogpatch, and the Mission. ] U
th
San Francisco’s ballet, symphony, and opera are g EEITE L
highly regarded, tour regularly around the world, Contributed revenue 7
Total expenses i

and are among the highest-budget organizations in

the community. Museums range from the

Exploratorium to the Cable Car Museum to the
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. In 2016, San State arts dollars 206"
Francisco celebrated the reopening of the San State arts grants 187t
Francisco Museum of Modern Art, which is now the Federal arts dollars 1

largest contemporary art museum in the country. Federal arts grants 3

Total compensation

6th

The City is home to over 1,000 murals, and

thousands of public artworks, which were funded by the City’s Art Enrichment Ordinance. The Ordinance requires that
2% of gross construction costs of civic building projects be allocated for permanent public art, ultimately helping enrich
and beautify public spaces throughout the city, from the airport to the zoo. Many employees of tech companies direct
their giving to the arts. San Francisco has an active and thriving “alternative/counter culture” arts community as well.
Many are active in the annual Burning Man event. The San Francisco Arts Commission is the city agency that champions
the arts as essential to daily life by investing in a vibrant arts community, enlivening the urban environment and shaping
innovative cultural policy. Grants for the Arts/Hotel Tax Fund is a city department that funds arts organizations and
supports an arts promotion position within the city’s destination marketing organization. On a per capita basis, San
Francisco is in the top 1% on Arts Providers and Arts Dollars overall. It is ranked 4th in the country on number of arts and
culture employees and 6th on total compensation paid to arts and culture employees. It ranks 3rd on federal arts grants

and 4th on arts, culture, and entertainment firms.



The New York-Jersey City-White Plains, NY-NJ,

Arts Providers 1
Metro Division spans the five boroughs of New York )
) ] o Independent artists 4
City as well as six counties in New Jersey and three
. . . . Arts and culture employees 8
Hudson Valley counties. The diversity of options dal .
. . ' Arts and culture organizations 29
dispersed throughout New York City’s five boroughs g
i i nd
makes the Metro Division unigue. Almost every genre Arts, culture & entertainment firms 2
th
of art imaginable can be found, ranging from small, HELIEE 12
local organizations to large, internationally known Program revenue 7
icons such as the Whitney Museum, Carnegie Hall, Contributed revenue 29"
Alvin Ailey, MoMA, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Total expenses 120
Brooklyn Academy of Music, Metropolitan Opera, Total compensation 10"
New York Philharmonic, American Museum of Natural Government Support 7t
History, and Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum. Not State arts dollars 130
surprisingly, New York is ranked 1st in the country on State arts grants 631
overall Arts Providers per capita. Every measure of Federal arts dollars 130
both Arts Providers and Arts Dollars was in the top Federal arts grants 4t

3% or better. It is worth pointing out that our Arts

Dollars measures do not include for-profit galleries or Broadway theaters, but three of our four Arts Provider measures do.
The New York City Department of Cultural Affairs has significant impact through its dedicated support and strengthening
of the city’s vibrant cultural life. There are numerous clusters of arts and cultural activity such as the Chelsea and Lower East
Side gallery districts, the Downtown Brooklyn Cultural District, Museum Mile on Manhattan's Upper East Side, and Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts, which collectively represent a range of performing and visual arts activity. New York's
historical and future role in the arts is captured by the World Cities Culture Forum: “New York’s neighborhoods have
played a revolutionary role in many different art forms and genres. These include Yiddish theatre in the Lower East Side,
hip hop and graffiti in the Bronx, pop art and punk rock in the East Village, the jazz and literature of the Harlem
Renaissance, and the continued evolution of the Broadway theatre district — now enlivened by the new cultural hybridity of
Lin-Manuel Miranda’s hip-hop/rap musical Hamilton... The Mayor has committed to building 1,500 units of affordable living

and working space for artists and 500 work spaces for artists over the next decade, to be available at below-market rates.”"

The Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA- Arts Providers 170

MD-WYV, Metropolitan Division covers the District )
) ) o ) Independent artists 139t
of Columbia and surrounding counties, including
) , ) ) Arts and culture employees gh
Prince George's County in Maryland, and Fairfax —
. . . o Arts and culture organizations 427
and Arlington counties and the city of Alexandria in
i i th
Virginia. Home to many world-class museums and a Arts, culture & entertainment firms 28
st
dynamic performing arts scene, the Washington, LS !
rd
DC region ranked 1st overall in Arts Dollars and in FBEE (R 3
the top 4 cities on each of the sub-measures: Contributed revenue T
contributed revenue, program revenue, total Total expenses 1
compensation, and total expenses. Although there Total compensation 1
are many small and mid-size arts and cultural Government Support 19t
organizations in every arts and culture sector, DC is State arts dollars 127t
especially rich in large organizations: the National State arts grants 250"
Gallery of Art, Corcoran Gallery of Art, The Phillips Federal arts dollars 16t
Collection, the many Smithsonian Institution Federal arts grants gt

11 http://www.worldcitiescultureforum.com/cities/new-york. Accessed 30 March 2018.

10



Museums, the Renwick Gallery, Shakespeare Theatre Company, Ford's Theatre, The National Theatre, the Warner
Theatre, and Arena Stage. The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts houses the Washington National Opera,
National Symphony Orchestra and Suzanne Farrell Ballet in addition to offering its own programming, and its artistic
constituents are many. Both Virginia’s Wolf Trap Center for the Performing Arts and Maryland's Strathmore and Clarice
Smith Center for the Performing Arts are large contributors to the region’s art scene. The DC Metro Division is a thriving
hub of arts activity that is home to several of the nation’s arts service organizations, including Americans for the Arts,
Chorus America, and Dance/USA. Being the nation’s capital, it has an international population and a plethora of
organizations that promote cultural and ethnic awareness. The DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities (DCCAH)
provides grants, professional opportunities, education enrichment, and other programs and services to individuals and
organizations in all communities within the District of Columbia. It is joined by the Arlington Commission for the Arts,
the Alexandria Commission for the Arts, the Prince George's Arts and Humanities Council, and the Arts Council of
Fairfax County in granting funds and supporting programs that benefit the arts in the greater DC metropolitan area.
Although Washington, DC, is not a state, District of Columbia funding is reported as state funding through the National
Assembly of State Arts Agencies.

Nashville-Davidson-Murfreesboro-Franklin, TN,

; Arts Providers 4t
has long been known for its expansive music
9 P ] Independent artists gth
scene, but the emergence of world-class visual

. . o Arts and culture employees i
arts and fashion has put Nashville — Music City - -

L. . Arts and culture organizations 116t
on the map as an artistic and culturally rich
Arts, culture & entertainment firms G

destination. Nashville claims to have the largest

concentration of songwriters in the world, with a
strong presence of Americana-focused artisans Program revenue 21"
and artists. There is robust public support for the Contributed revenue 45"
arts at the local level, and individual Total expenses 15t
philanthropists have helped propel growth of Total compensation 16

some of the larger cultural institutions in the last
decade. Metro Arts is the arts and cultural division State arts dollars 29
of the city of Nashville. It grants over $2.7 million State arts grants 38
annually to projects that strengthen the creative Federal arts dollars 69th
workforce, increase creative and cultural Federal arts grants 48t

participation, and establish vibrant, creative

neighborhoods. To attract and nurture emerging artists in all genres, Nashville leaders recently pooled funds to

create Periscope, a six-week artist boot camp that provides artists with pre-IPO startup training, and Learning Lab, a
public program that trains local artists to work with community partners on civic and social practice projects. The city
is home to a variety of different, diverse artists and creators who contribute to neighborhood economies and create
an exciting, authentic, creative city. Nashville is in the top 3% of all MSAs on the overall Arts Dollars, Arts Providers,
and Government Support measures, with particular strength in arts, culture, and entertainment firms per capita and

the local employment that they provide.

n



Minneapolis - St. Paul - Bloomington, MN-WI (pop. 3,551,036)

The Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI,
MSA has a vibrant literary and publishing scene,

Arts Providers

strong theaters, foundations, support for

Arts and culture employees

individual artists, a great orchestra as well as
support for Native American voices. It ranks 2nd in

Government Support and for state arts dollars per
capita. Minneapolis-St. Paul also ranks 7th on total QoS

compensation to those working in arts and cultural
organizations, as well as in program revenue. The
Walker Art Center, Minneapolis Institute of Art,
Weisman Art Museum, and The Museum of
Russian Art anchor the visual arts scene. The area’s Government Support
dynamic theater scene includes companies such
as lllusion, Jungle, Mixed Blood, Penumbra, Mu
Performing Arts, Bedlam, Red Eye, Theater Latté
Da, In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask Federal arts grants 6
Theatre, Lundstrum Performing Arts, and the

Children’s Theatre Company. The Guthrie Theater, the area’s largest theater company, occupies a three-stage
complex overlooking the Mississippi River. The Minnesota Orchestra and Minnesota Opera are based in Minneapolis
and the Science Museum of Minnesota and Minnesota Children’s Museum are in St. Paul. Home to Minnesota Fringe
Festival, the largest non-juried performing arts festival in the U.S, Minneapolis has the largest literary and book center
in the country, Open Book. There are numerous community-based organizations that focus on cultural and ethnic
awareness and folk arts. ArtPlace America has helped to fund “Irrigate,” a three-year community development
initiative created through the partnership between Springboard for the Arts, City of St. Paul, and Twin Cities Local
Initiatives Support Corporation. Irrigate happened as a response to the disruptive construction of a new rail line
through the urban core, concerning many business owners in the area. The initiative supports artists in the area as
problem solvers, connecting and engaging the community through art to still bring people to the businesses affected

and creating beauty in the construction chaos.

Los Angeles - Long Beach - Glendale, CA (pop. 10,137,915)

The Los Angeles-Long Beach-Glendale, CA, Arts Providers

Metro Division’s signature film and recording
industries, outstanding arts schools, enviable
. . . . Arts and culture employees
year-round climate, inexpensive options for work
space, and welcoming attitude toward
. . Arts, culture & entertainment firms
nonconformists have been magnets for visual and
£ . . . . Arts Dollars
performing artists looking to push creative

boundaries for nearly a century. Today, Los Program revenue

Angeles boasts more artists and more arts,
culture, and entertainment firms per capita than
any community in the U.S. The City of Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs has nearly two Government Support
dozen theaters and cultural centers spread
throughout the community in addition to
providing funding and a variety of programs. The
L.A. County Arts Commission funds, among other

Federal arts grants T
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initiatives, free concerts at venues throughout L.A. County as part of the annual Free Concerts in Public Sites
Program. The City of Los Angeles mandates that one percent of the total cost of all construction, improvements, or
renovation projects undertaken by the City be set aside for public art projects. The vast wealth and subsequent
generosity of early entrepreneurs have resulted in Los Angeles becoming home to some of the world’s most
important art museums and collections, such as the J. Paul Getty Museum, Hammer Museum, Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, Norton Simon Museum, The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, and most
recently, The Broad Museum. Independent art galleries with offerings for every art lover can be found all over the city.
For the performing arts, Los Angeles is home to the world-renowned Music Center, one of the largest performing arts

centers in the United States, with its acclaimed buildings and world-class resident companies: Center Theatre Group,

Los Angeles Philharmonic, Los Angeles Master Chorale, and Los Angeles Opera. The Hollywood Bowl is the largest

performing arts amphitheater in the world. One of the most renowned of these companies, the L.A. Philharmonic, is

celebrating its 100th season this year, and celebrating with a free, day-long festival, L.A. Phil 100: Celebrate L.A.!

These iconic institutions live in harmony with the Geffen Playhouse, Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts,

L.A. Chamber Orchestra, and hundreds of smaller professional theater companies, dance companies, and music

ensembles.

The Boston, MA, Metro Division’s arts community

Arts Providers 16"
thrives on innovation and collaboration amongst ;
S ) d Independent artists 210"
organizations in the city’s arts sector and between
o ) ) o Arts and culture employees 1
arts organizations and neighboring communities o
. . o . Arts and culture organizations 225
and other industries. From small organizations like
The Record Company and Company One to Arts, culture & entertainment firms 13
th
mid-sized, award-winning organizations like the Arts Dollars °
th
Huntington Theatre Company, to icons such as HegaeEe e
the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Museum Contributed revenue 26"
of Fine Arts, Boston has a wide variety of arts Total expenses g
programming and venues. ArtsBoston serves 175 Total compensation 8"
arts and cultural organizations with research and Government Support 10"
audience-building programs. Now and There State arts dollars 69"
brings art out into the community, exhibiting State arts grants 49m
public art in common gathering places. Iconic Federal arts dollars 12t
cultural institutions can be found all over the city, Federal arts grants 7th

such as the Institute of Contemporary Art, the

Children’s Museum, and the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. Boston's Percent for Art Program allocates 1% of the

City's annual capital borrowing budget to the commissioning of public art. Boston organizations rank in the top 1%

for per capita program revenue, total expenses, and total compensation paid to those working in arts and culture.
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The Silver Spring-Frederick-Rockville, MD, Metro

Arts Providers

26th

Division, which encompasses Montgomery County )
) ] Independent artists 127
and Frederick County, is part of the greater
. . . . Arts and culture employees 34
Washington Metropolitan Statistical Area. Being
. . . Arts and culture organizations 461
partly inside the Capital Beltway, its arts and culture
i 1 th
vibrancy benefits from being a close suburb of DC, AT S 7
th
as evidenced by its 5th and 3rd place rankings on HELIES -
contributed revenue and total expenses, Program revenue 15"
respectively, as well as its 4th place ranking on Contributed revenue 5"
compensation to arts and culture employees. In Total expenses 3
addition to close social and economic ties to DC's Total compensation 4t
arts and cultural offerings, Silver Spring is home to Government Support 20"
the American Film Institute’s AFI Silver Theatre and State arts dollars 231
Cultural Center, as well as several entertainment, State arts grants 199th
musical, and ethnic festivals. The most notable of Federal arts dollars 400
these festivals are AFI DOCS and the Silver Spring Federal arts grants 24

Jazz Festival. Montgomery County’s Silver Spring,

Bethesda and Wheaton Arts & Entertainment Districts include venues for live music, theater, independent films, visual

arts, dance, and more. Other notable area organizations include Strathmore, Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and

Culture, BlackRock Center for the Arts, Washington International Piano Festival, the Olney Theatre Center, Round House
Theatre, and Imagination Stage. In Rockville, there is a civic ballet, civic chorus, and civic concert band. VisArts in Rockville
provides arts education classes and camp programs, as well as gallery space for local artists. In the Frederick Arts and
Entertainment District you will find the Delaplaine Arts Center, Griffin Art Center, Weinberg Center for the Arts, the annual
Frederick Festival of the Arts, and a vibrant independent artist scene in Downtown Frederick. This combined area has

more than two dozen arts education organizations and two dozen dance companies. The Arts and Humanities Council of

Montgomery County and the Frederick Arts Council foster environments where the arts may flourish through grant

making, professional development, and capacity-building support programs.

s

The Newark, NJ-PA, Metro Division spans six
counties in New Jersey and Pike County, PA, and is

Arts Providers

‘|5lh

Independent artists 36t
part of the larger New York-Newark-Jersey City,
) o Arts and culture employees 301
NY-NJ-PA, MSA. Just a quick train ride away from o
. . . Arts and culture organizations 121
New York, with more affordable housing options,
Arts, culture & entertainment firms 7t

Newark is a desirable place for artists to live, as

evidenced by the ranking on independent artists

Arts Dollars

38th

per capita in the top 4% of communities. The city Program reverue ar
is in the midst of creating a cultural plan, “Newark Contributed revenue 62"
Creates,” under the auspices of Newark Arts, a Total expenses 34
nonprofit that “powers the arts” to transform lives Total compensation 21

of those who live in, work in, and visit Newark. The

Government Support 14t

Newark Arts Education Roundtable comprises State arts dollars 10"
over 50 partners in a cross-sector collaborative to State arts grants 185
ensure all schoolchildren receive high quality, Federal arts dollars By
sequential arts education. Cultural anchor Federal arts grants 20

institutions include the New Jersey Performing
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Arts Center, Newark Museum, New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Newark Public Library, and NPR-affiliated jazz station
WBGO-FM. The city is home to Audible.com, which has worked with over 20,000 actors during the past 5 years,
providing significant income to actors in the tri-state area. A major new anchor is the 50,000 sq. ft. Express Newark, a
Rutgers University-Newark “collaboratory” in a renovated former department store. The center engages community,
artists, faculty, and staff to collaborate, experiment, and innovate in printmaking, photography, painting, video, and
more. Local and international artists have created the country’s 2nd longest mural, the 1.39-mile Gateways to Newark:
Portraits project. Striking structures and artwork by architect Sir David Adjaye and myriad artists encircle PSEG's new
Fairmount Heights Electric Switching Station. Artists have blanketed all five wards of the city with culturally rich murals.
Newark Art's Open Doors Citywide Festival showcases a burgeoning arts scene, including Aljira - A Center for
Contemporary Art, Artfront Galleries, Barat Foundation, Gallery Aferro, Gateway Project Spaces, GlassRoots, Index Art
Gallery, Newark Print Shop, Newark School of the Arts, NJIT's College of Architecture and Design, Paul Robeson
Galleries, and more. The GRAMMY Museum Experience recently opened at Prudential Center, one of the nation'’s top
sports and entertainment arenas. Festivals abound, including the Portugal Day Parade that attracts over 750,000
revelers; the 50,000-person Lincoln Park Festival; the biennial Dodge Poetry Festival, the largest poetry event in North
America; the James Moody Jazz Festival; the Newark International Film Festival; and the Newark Black Film Festival.
Artist housing has expanded with the opening of The Willows at Symphony Hall near historic Newark Symphony Hall,
with more live-work spaces slated for the South and Central wards.

P

In the Seattle, WA, MSA, art is viewed as essential

Arts Providers 21
and it is integrated into daily life. Whether as Independent artsts 760
artist-designed manhole covers and artist-made Arts and culture employees o
building parts for new construction, or the Seattle Arts and culture organizations p—
Department of Transportation’s official “Art Plan,” _ _
bringing beauty and art to the streets of Seattle is A LT IR 2
high priority for city officials. It has large,
established institutions that tend to be clustered in PO RIDBIEIL L
two primary neighborhoods: Downtown and the Contributed revenue 35
Seattle Center. It has a large ecosystem of smaller Total expenses 28"
arts organizations in every genre, in just about Total compensation 30"
every neighborhood. Seattle boasts more than 140
producing theater companies. It has been State arts dollars 5471
recognized nationally and internationally for State arts grants 354
leadership and innovation in theater, music, glass Federal arts dollars 35t
art, and literary arts, and is one of only a handful of Federal arts grants 29nd

U.S. cities to have a top-tier symphony, ballet, and

opera. The City's Office of Arts & Culture is a cabinet-level department that enjoys a dedicated revenue stream and, at
the county level, 4Culture provides critical funding for arts, public art, heritage and historic preservation. Seattle citizens
use art and culture to preserve the environment as well, through the creation of “Duwamish Revealed,” a festival and
series of art installations dedicated to appreciating and saving Seattle’s only river. Innovative organizations like Shunpike
provide emerging, independent artists and small arts organizations support in the form of critical services, resources,
and opportunities to create success. Seattle is ranked in the top 3% of communities on both Arts Providers and Arts

Dollars, and all of its sub-measures in these two areas are well within the top 10% of all cities.
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Philadelphia, PA (pop. 2,131,274)

Both history and the arts pervade the
Philadelphia, PA, Metro Division. Each arts and

cultural sector is well-represented with a

Arts Providers

Arts and culture employees

multitude of organizations, and there are world-
renowned hallmarks such as the Philadelphia

Orchestra and the Philadelphia Museum of Art. In
addition to the concentrations of organizations on Arts Dollars

the Avenue of the Arts, the Benjamin Franklin

Parkway, and the Independence Historic District,
Philly is home to more than a dozen outstanding
educational institutions that offer advanced
training in arts and culture, including The Curtis Government Support
Institute, the Academy of Vocal Arts, Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arts, and The Moore College of
Art and Design. There is a wealth of history and
science museums, from The Franklin Institute Federal arts grants gt

science museum to the University of Pennsylvania

Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology to the National Constitution Center and the Museum of the American
Revolution. Opera Philadelphia and FringeArts both host outstanding festivals each September. Philly has three
major performing arts centers: the Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, the Kimmel Center, and the Mann
Center for the Performing Arts. Dance and theater companies abound. Many of Philadelphia’s arts and culture
nonprofits were founded over 100 years ago, pointing to a long history of support. Today, the Greater Philadelphia
Cultural Alliance provides solid support in advocacy and audience engagement, to ensure ongoing support for the
arts. Philadelphia is home to DataArts, formerly the Cultural Data Project, a national organization that brings the
language and leverage of data to the business of culture. Philly ranks 10th in Arts Dollars and scores in the top 2% of

cities on all Arts Dollar measures. It is 9th in the number of federal arts grants per capita.

P

Portland - Vancouver - Hillshoro, OR-WA (pop. 2,424,955)

The Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA,
MSA supports a young, yet vibrant arts

community. The Regional Arts & Culture Council
Arts and culture employees

(RACC) receives funding from a variety of public

and private partners to serve artists, arts
. . Arts, culture & entertainment firms
organizations, schools, and residents throughout
. Arts Dollars
Clackamas, Multnomah, and Washington

counties, which are part of the MSA. In order to
bolster support for the arts community, voters

took action in 2012, passing an annual $35 income Total expenses

tax to support certified art and music teachers in

Arts Providers

every Portland elementary school, to provide Government Support
operating support for over 45 arts organizations,
and to create an arts access fund for grants to
underserved populations. The metro area has a
diverse artistic landscape that showcases artistic Federal arts grants 35t
strength in many genres. Arts and culture

institutions include the Portland Art Museum, Portland Center Stage, and Oregon Museum of Science and Industry,
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as well as mid- and small-size offerings in all disciplines. Portland’5 Centers for the Arts has five venues that bring
over 1,000 music, theater, dance, and lecture performances to Portland each year, and Oregon Symphony, Portland
Opera, Oregon Ballet Theatre, Oregon Children’s Theatre, and Portland Youth Philharmonic are all resident
companies. Portland is home to several eclectic, neighborhood-based arts districts. The Portland Cultural District
covers 12 city blocks. In the Alberta Arts District, you can find the Alberta Rose Theatre, reopened after 20 years and
reemerging as one of the premier spots to hear acoustic music, see art house film, and enjoy live performances. New
and creative talent enjoys the city because of its natural environment, relative affordability, liberal reputation, and

passion for all things creative.

P

The Cambridge-Newton-Framingham, MA, Arts Providers ”

Metro Di